
A plea for a unified cognitive-semiotic approach to the analysis of verbal and visual texts 

The purpose of  my paper is to point to the potential of cognitive linguistics in bridging the gap 
between researchers in language and the scholars analyzing visual images. The CL enterprise has 
opened the way, perhaps for the first time ever, for the representatives of both sets of researchers to 
meet on a common ground. They may now begin their study at a common point of departure – the 
laws and mechanisms of perception, cognition, and mental construal, which determine the form of 
both visual and verbal realizations. If one takes this vantage point, one may expect to find that the 
differences between images and texts are largely superficial, resulting mainly from the properties of 
their  material  substance,  and that  they  are  constructed  on  similar  principles.  I  would  like  to 
examine some such similarities of organization between pictorial images and texts, which are 
both icons of the syntax of perception, and I will argue for the need for a broader outlook – a  
“zooming out” that would  enable a unified analysis of both of these forms of representation.  

Although so far the mainstream cognitivist scholars have not authored many publications dealing 
explicitly  with  the  shared  characteristics  of  the  visual  and verbal  realizations  of  conceptual 
constructs, I believe that the general assumptions of this theory allow for and even encourage 
such research. Cognitive linguists have certainly put into question the  earlier premise that the 
two kinds of representation are radically different in nature, by pointing out that a great part of 
the linguistic structuring and lexicon reflect the conceptualizations motivated by our visuo-spatial 
experience.  Ronald  Langacker  characteristically  uses  visually-based  terms  to  talk  about  the 
mental construal prior to verbal encoding, and Leonard Talmy has observed that "grammatically 
specified structuring appears to correspond, in certain of its functions and characteristics, to the 
structuring in other cognitive domains, such as that of visual perception". Such ideas are  fully 
compatible with the intuitions and practices of verbal and visual artists, some of whom I am going 
to mention in my paper.  


